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UNECE Support for Trade 

Facilitation in Ukraine 

– Implementing advanced TF instrument (Port Community 

System or local SW) in Odessa.  

– Reliance on local resources (involve private business) 

• Plans to build sectorial (maritime or transport) SW, as per EU DG 

MOVE Directive 2010/65/EU and  

• national SW as per art. 10 of the WTO TF Agreement and EU’s 

Multiannual Strategic Plan on e-Customs  

– Interagency WG on TF and Logistics established  

– Study on Ukraine’s readiness to implement the WTO TFA 



Special and differentiated approach 

Substantive Rules: Section I Substantive Rules: Section I 

A Category B Category C Category 

• Longer 
timeframe 

• Technical 
Assistance for 

implementation 

• Longer 
timeframe 

• Done in 
Ukraine 1 

August 2015 

Assess readiness;  
WTO notification (A, B, C);  

Technical assistance projects 



Assessment report on the readiness of 

Ukraine to implement the WTO TFA 

– Limited administrative capacity to implement:  

   need to train staff and develop sustainable capacity 

– Further focus on :  

• Top priority: implement measures notified as category A, but 

no real capacity to implement  focus on:  

Publication; Information via Internet; Pre-arrival 

Processing; TF measures for Authorized Operators; 

Perishable Goods; Border Agency Cooperation; establish a 

National TF Committee; 

• Notify category B and C measures;  

• Make plans with budgets and timelines for category B and C 

measures. 



Transparency measures Fees and procedures Transit and 

organizational issues 

Art. 1.1.  Publication of laws, procedures, etc.  
Art. 6.1.  General Disciplines on Fees and Charges Imposed on or in Connection with 

Importation and Exportation 
Art. 11.    Freedom of Transit 

Art. 1.2.  Information available through internet Art. 6.2.  Specific disciplines on Fees and Charges Art. 12.    Customs Cooperation 

Art. 1.3.  Enquiry Points Art. 6.3.  Penalty Disciplines 
Art. 23.    Institutional arrangements: 

Committee on Trade Facilitation 

Art. 1.4.  Notification 

Art. 7.     Release and Clearance of Goods 

Art. 7.1   Pre-arrival Processing 

Art. 7.2.  Electronic Payment 

Art. 2.  Opportunity to comment and information 

before entry into force & consultation 
Art. 7.4.  Risk Management 

Art. 3.     Advance rulings  Art. 7.5.  Post-clearance Audit 

Art. 4.     Appeal or review procedures  Art. 7.6.  Establishment and Publication of Average Release Times 

Art. 5.1.  Notifications for enhanced controls or 

inspections  
Art. 7.7.  Trade Facilitation Measures for Authorized Operators 

Art. 5. 2. Detention  Art. 7.8.  Expedited Shipments 

Art. 5. 3. Test procedures  Art. 7.9.  Perishable Goods 

Art. 8.     Border Agency Cooperation 

Art. 9.     Movement of Goods under Customs Control Intended for Import 

Art. 10.1. Formalities and Documentation Requirements 

Art. 10.2. Acceptance of Copies 

Art. 10.3. Use of International Standards  

Art. 10.4. Single Window 

Art. 10.5. Pre-shipment Inspection 

Art. 10.6. Use of Customs Brokers 

Art. 10.7. Common Border Procedures and Uniform Documentation Requirements 

Art. 10.8. Rejected Goods 

Art. 10.9. Temporary Admission of Goods/Inward and Outward Processing 

Measures in the Agreement 



Results of the assessment of the readiness 

of Ukraine to implement the WTO TFA 

 

















Priority issues for Ukraine:  

• Rebuild State institutions (problem in transition countries, 

especially in Ukraine).  

• Rebuild trust:  

– in conflict zones  

– public-private (PPP - no legal or organizational base yet)  

• Ukraine caught between two regional trade blocs: EU & EEU. 

• Rely on local resources (commitment → real results) 

• Adequate attitude to staff and resources: train, maintain capacity.  

• When reviewing regulatory procedures and practices: keep the 

balance between trade facilitation and compliance.  

 

 



Sequencing Reform Priorities – needs to be 

tailored to country context and capacity 

Source: Gain, WBG 2015 
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